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these men as a practical and efficacious protest
against the anarchic individualism of the orthodox
political economy, which Comte also regarded with
extreme disfavour. While joining in the general
condemnation of the Sheffield outrages, two
members of the Positivist Society, Professor
Beesly and Dr. Richard Congreve, had not hesi-
tated to brave the public opinion of the upper
classes by placing them in the same category of
crimes with the Atrocities perpetrated by Governor
Eyre and his confederates in Jamaica. Another
Positivist, Mr. Frederic Harrison, author of the
article on " Neo-Christianity," in the Westminster
J?eview, which first revealed the full meaning and
significance of Essays and JZeviews, had so
thoroughly won the confidence of the Unionist
leaders that they obtained his appointment to a
place on the Royal Commission for inquiring into
the facts of Trade Unionism. While holding that
position he, in conjunction with Thomas Hughes,
already mentioned as the Parliamentary champion
of labour, conducted the Trade Union case against
its opponents. Without being able to persuade
the majority of the Commissioners to adopt their
view in its entirety, they succeeded in dissipating
some prejudices against the Unions; while their
Minority Report, described as " a complete charter
of Trade-Union liberty," " became for seven years
the political programme of the Trade Unionists."1
" It advocated the removal of all special legislation
relating to labour contracts, on the principle, first,
that no act should be illegal if committed by a

1 Webb, History of Trade Unionism, p. 255.